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ACTI ON TRANSM TTAL

Transmttal No.: OGAM AT 98-1

Date: 9/30/98

TO. HHS G ant/Contract Fundi ng Agenci es and
Reci pi ents of HHS Awards

SUBJECT: Est abl i shnent of a Departnental Action
Transmttal System for the Ofice of Gants
and Acqui sition Managenent

REGULATI ON,

OVB REFERENCE: 5 US C Section 553; 61 F.R 43363-65 8/ 22/ 96;
M&B Chapter AMS 00

APPLI CABI LI TY: Al recipients of HHS Awards and HHS Awar di ng
Agenci es

EFFECTI VE DATE: | mredi atel y

PURPCSE: Thi s issuance establishes an Action Transmttal

system for the Ofice of Grants and
Acqui sition Managenent (OGAM . Many of the
Qperating Divisions in HHS have for years
utilized an action transmttal system to
di ssem nat e i nformation and policy
interpretations. W have concluded that this
can be an effective neans for the Secretary to
organi ze and dissemnate information to both
the operating divisions within HHS as wel | as
the general public. W wll use this vehicle,
where appropriate, to circulate grants



AUTHORI ZI NG
OFFI CI AL:

adm ni stration, cost r ei mbur senent and
contract procedures, policy interpretations,
and general information.

Most OPDI Vs have several systens tailored to
the information being dissem nated. I n
addition to action transmttals, whi ch
typically direct field staff to wundertake
specific actions, they also have systens to
issue policy clarifications (Pl Q) and general
programinformation (1 Ms). We have opted not
to devel op these additional systens. Rather,
we Wil use the Action Transmttal systemas a
generic vehi cl e to acconpl i sh t hese
initiatives.

Action Transmttals by their very nature would
not be subject to the formal notice and
comment requirenents of rul emaking under the
Adm ni strative Procedures Act because they
transmt interpretive rules or general
statenments of policy.

These Transmittals will be posted to the HHS
GrantsNet: ww. hhs. gov/ progor g/ grantsnet/.
They will be indexed by Federal fiscal year

and nunerically controlled sequentially, e.g.
AT 98-1, 98-2, etc.

Terrence J. Tychan
Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Grants and Acqui sition Managenent



